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SUBJECT: POSSIBLY UNPAVORABLE PUBLICITY CONCERNING ARRESTED 
US CITIZENS 

1. THE EMBASSY WISHES TO ALERT DEPARTMENT AND DBA HEAD- 
QUARTERS TO THE POSSIBILITY OF AN UNFAVORABLE PRESS 
STORY CONCERNING US CITIZENS IMPRISONED IN MEXICO CITY. 

STORY MAY APPEAR IN LOS ANGELES TIMES (AND POSSIBLY OTHER 
PAPERS) ON AN UNKNOWN DATE, BUT IN PAIRLY NEAR FUTURE. 

2. LOCAL LOS ANGELES TIMES REPORTER STAN MEISLER RECENTLY 
HAS BEEN INDUSTRIOUSLY INTERVIEWING A NUMBER OP EMBASSY, 
CONSULATE AND DBA OPPICERS. HIS INQUIRIES CONCERN US 
CITIZENS ARRESTED AT MEXICO CITY AIRPORT, MOST OP WHOM 
ARE CHARGED WITH IMPORTATION OP COCAINE AND FACE LONG 
PRISON SENTENCES. ALTHOUGH WE CANNOT PREJUDGE THE 
ORIENTATION OP HIS STORY, IT WOULD APPEAR PROM HIS 

LINE OP QUESTIONING THAT IT MAY BE CRITICAL OF THE US/ 

MEXICAN ANTI-NARCOTICS PROGRAM (AT LEAST AS IT CONCERNS 
COCAINE SMUGGLING THROUGH MEXICO CITY), AS WELL AS OP DBA 
AND THE US EMBASSY AND/OR CONSULATE IN MEXICO CITY. 

3. BECAUSE WE HAVE RECENTLY BEEN TEMPERED IN THE PLAME 

OP THE LECUMBERRI HUNGER STRIKE AND ATTENDANT CONGRESSIONAL 
AND PUBLIC PURORE, WE HOPE TO DEPEND AGAINST THIS CONTINGENCY 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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BY ASSEMBLING STATISTICS ON THE SUBJECT GROUP OF US CITIZENS. 
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SUCH STATISTICS WILL UNQUESTIONABLY DEMONSTRATE THAT 
NEARLY ALL US CITIZENS ARRESTED AT MEXICO CITY AIRPORT 
ARE CHARGED WITH IMPORTATION OF LARGE AMOUNTS OF COCAINE 
(AND, INCIDENTALLY, ARE GUILTY BY THEIR OWN ADMISSION). 

THIS WOULD AT LEAST HELP DISPEL ERRONEOUS PUBLIC IMPRESSION 
THAT THEY ARE HAPLESS YOUNG VICTIMS OF AN UNSAVORY USG/GOM 
CONSPIRACY. 

4. WE SHALL OF COURSE CONTINUE TO INFORM DEPARTMENT AND 
DEA OF FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS CONCERNING THE MEISLER STORY. 

BRANDIN 
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